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dissenting cliarrh, in accepting from 
an exteiii hand, that allowance for the 
douMtd, or trehkd price of evury 
article of consunipsiou, which they 
t:t<^ht to have received from their 
respective congregations. 

SIMPLEX, 

For the Belfast Monthly Magaeine. 

#N THE ORIGIN OF THR RECIUM DO- 
NUM IN ENGLAND. 

T LATELY met with the following 
-■■ account of the Regium Doiitim in 
England, extracted from the Lon- 
don magazine of 177-1-, written, it 
is alleged hy Dr. Mayo, an ac- 
quaisitance of ihe late Dr. Johnson, 
of whom mention is made in Boe- 
wcU's life of that author. 

Lord Ca.siltreagli has proved him- 
self the worthy successor to the prin- 
ciples and practices of Sir Robert 
Walpole. Both .set up on whig 
principle?, but having mounted the 
ladder, tiieir .scheme.? centered in 
practical toryisro. It is curious to 
ob,serve so great a coincidence of 
laiiguage and conduct between the 
donors and acceptors in 172.?, and 
those in the present dav. Mav we 
not now say that the tears expres- 
«cd hy Dr. Mayo, as to the ell'ects 
of the Regium Donuni on the in- 
dependence of the disisenting cler- 
gy have been since in many in- 
stances verified ? 

" The origin of the Regium Do- 
«um was in April, 172.". — Fafalasra! 
for then prote.-Jlani di.s'senting aiini- 
stf rsfirstbecarae statepensioners, and 
ministerial tools. At that time the 
dissenters expected, what for years 
liefore they had j'lstly merited of 
the Brunswick line, — a coniplets 
restoration of all their natural rights 
and religiot:s privileges. Thev had 
«ften reason to complain of bishops 
and statesmen, in former rtigiis; 
if'ut, under George tha vviss uad 



steady, they depended on olitaining 
the repeal ofevery stauite, which in- 
fringed the right of private jiid»e- 
ment, violated the liberty of con- 
science, and made odious distinctions 
between one good sub.ect and a- 
liother. 

" Sir Robert Walpole was then 
chancellor of the exchequer, a states- 
man, who knew too well, for tise 
real interests of his country, the pas- 
sions which are most apt to be pre- 
dominant in the heurt, and whom no 
man ever equalled in the applicaticn 
of gold. By this he daily conveit- 
ed his enemies into friends, and so 
charmed even the flaming votaries 
of liberty, dissenting ministers not 
excepted, as to reconcile lliem to 
corruption, and even to court fettf. rs, 
and rejoice in tliem. He had observ- 
ed, from year to vear, the wonder- 
ful ellects, which the smiles of the 
treasury-bench had on ail ra,nks cf 
men ; ai-d finding that the pro'.es- 
tant dissenters, after being n);'»',y 
ye;\rs trilled with, were moving -x 
earnest to obtain deiivor;\iK:e t cn» 
their bondage, he cUweted a few of 
their ministers whom he thought to 
have the most influence among their 
brethren, and who would best nn- 
svver his purp^oses. In their presei cf, 
he wore the mask of frieiuiship, u..a 
sanctity — he coinjilimcnted tluni on 
their great aljilities — assuretl tliti!i 
he had the heartiest zeal for ri e 
prolestant dissenters, and their ioie- 
rests— lamented the povenv ;>< d 
small incomes of many of their u;:- 
nisters through the kingdom, il d 
that any laws should hanij over their 
heads. The reverend ieiitiemen (iike 
their successors of the present .iviv) 
were soon overpowered with his con- 
descension, eloquence and go.;;'- 
ness. He then declared his readi- 
ness to serve them any way, even in 
parliament, for the repeul of il.e 
cruel statutes aga-nst llitni : but ihf 
present year, i7'2'J, was a veiy inij/ic- 
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per time — he, the greatest friend 
they had, vvould not advise tlieni to 
apply that session; if tliey dirl, it 
■would greatly injure, if not ru- 
in the cause; but the postponing it 
would greatly promote its success in 
a future period. A respectful post- 
poning of it was \ery likely to ob- 
tain its success; whereas, to bring 
it on, without any regard to circum- 
stances, or contrary to the advice 
of the best judges, and theii- most 
able advocates, might be called 
rashness, and vvould do dishonour to 
the cause. The lan<Tu;ige of cour- 
tiers and tlieir tools is the same !Voa> 
one generation to another. 

" To enforce this rea^oiiinp, he 
drsiv 500/. out of the treasury, by a 
W'arraut payable to a surgeon, and 
Tvhicfh was paid by aivother a';ei!t 
into the hands of nine mini:4ers. — 
The bait was, " Pray receive this 
for the use andcomfort of ti>e widous 
of dissenting niinister.i, till admi- 
niiitration can more tfl'cctnaliv serve 
your cause." But a strict charge 
was given with the money, that liie 
matter should he kept very secret,. 
Grateful Sir Robert I to conceal the 
yinues-ofhis roya! master, and not 
suffer his favonrites so nmch as 
to speak of this considerable taste 
or royal bounty, which was also 
promised to be annual. 

"Sonje few years after, for 
their good services to administra- 
tion, and to enable them to do more, 
the snu! svas ejicreased and advanced 
to 850/. half yearly. This is the pre- 
sent value of the treasury u-arraiil; 
bin there are large fees and deduc- 
ticins." 

" Nolwithstandingtlie baneful ten- 
dency and ehccts of the Ri^'ntm 
Doniiin, many dissenters liave con- 
tended, tliat still it is of great bene- 
fit to the inteiesf, as relieving many 
poor mi.iisteis, with their wid6vvs 
»ud children, repairing their places 
of Worship, and upholding many an- 
tij.asdobaptist congregations iu the 



country which, without this royal 
huunty, would not exist. But thmu 
advocates should conskler, that, as 
the money is not designed by the 
treasury, so it is i>ot limited by thtj 
present almoners, to .such Uf,es. Bjc 
if every farthing were tliu5 aj.plied, 
what are all rts advantages when 
weighed ugainitthe disgrace it fix«s 
upon the dissenters, as penssionen 
and tools of evcrij adminintratiun ? 

" A few years past, a very respec- 
table person, then in a high office, 
wa; mijch oflcnded with his friend, 
a late einineiit dissenting minister 
near London, fur the complaints he 
made in behalf of his brethren, of 
the riinicullies they laboured under 
in point of religions liberty ; and 
retorted, " it iias iscll knutcii they re- 
ceired a handsome sum of mo.ney 
/) o»i goz'erninent to si lexce t'icir con- 
plaint-'i as well as their a]>p/iciitiom — 
ihtrtfare, lliey should either nohuy 
throw tip the qrard, or lenuiin in 
f Hence. " 

" The Irouliles and evils produced 
by the Regiinn Doiniin aniong thf 
body of ministers themselve.s, art? 
too well known, ft hath been u;» 
Achan's wedge in their camp. It 
hath furnished some with nieacs to 
encourage separations, and support 
parties and divisions in city and 
country.. It bath snabled form';? 
almoners to appear at public col- 
lections, charity-dinners, &c. £;;;. 
as very rich, or exceedingly generom. 
Id the di.sjjaragemcnt of tiieir bre- 
finen. The poor country-minister* 
h.-ive esteemed them snpcriaiiveiv 
benevolent and godlike, believing 
their donations to be their own pro- 
perty; and have been led to light! y 
esteem and censure other London- 
ministers as covetous or hardheart- 
ed, because their benefactions were 
not equal to those of the Rcgiwn- 
Donum-nun. But tlife greatest evi! 
is, it hath procured the almoners an 
influence and power both ia 
city and country, thai is dun'^erou^ 
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and may be fut'd to the cause at 
larsre. 

" The dissenting ministers, by 
their pusillanimous conduct respect- 
ing the Ktgiiira Donum, (which, 
with equal propriety, hath been o- 
therwise sliled hush-monei/) seem not 
to have considered the axiom, that 
a tree which has but just taken root 
may be removed by a single hand ; 
but let it alone, it will strike so deep, 
and grow so high, that thousands 
cannot root it up from its foundation. 
The head of a spring maybe stop- 
ped with a very small dam, but 
when suffered to take its course, en- 
creasing to a large river, it fills the 
conniry, and an army of elephants 
cannot pass it. It is, therefore, 
hioh time for the London-ministers 
either to reprobate this connection 
with administration, or to prove to 
the treasury, that the genllemen 
who receive the ^^1700 annually, 
■without account, however 'reputable 
and worlhy. as christians and mini- 
sters, are )ioi the re]» esunt'Uites of the 
bjdj/, in that or any other point." 

For the Belfast Monihlj/ Magazine. 

SLPEUSTITION ESTRAORDINASY. 

IN 1651, Mr. John Dee, in a work 
published in London,deliiies " Per- 
spective" to be " an Art Mathema- 
tical, which demonstrateth the nature 
and properties of all radiations, di- 
rect, broken, and reflected." And 
" glass," according to him, " is a 
general name, in catoptrike, for any- 
thing from wliich a beam reboun- 
deth." " Is it not greatly," he 
asks, "against the sovereignty of 
man's nature, to be overshot and 
abased with things (at hand) be- 
fore his eves? as witli a peacock's 
tail, and a dove's neck : or a whole 
ore, in water hojden, to seem bro- 
ken: things far ofF to seem near, 
and near, to seem far off: small 
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things to seem great, and great to 
aeem small. One man to seem an 
army. Or a man to be curstly a- 
fraid of his own shadow. Yea, so 
nmch, to fear, that if you being a- 
lone, near a certain glasse, and prof- 
fer with dagger or sword, to foyne 
at the glasse, you .shall suddenly 
be moved to give back (in manner,) 
by reason of an image appearing iii 
the air, between you and the glasse, 
with like hand, sword of dagger, 
and with like quickness foyning at 
your eye, likewise as you do at the 
gfasie. Strange this is to hear ofj^ 
but more marvailous to behold, than 
these my words can signifie. And 
neverthelesse by demonstration op-' 
tieall, the order, and cause thereof, 
is certified : even so as the atfect is 
consequent. Yea, thus much more 
dare I take upon me, toward the 
satisfying of the noble courage that 
longeth ardently for the wisdom of 
causes naturall: as to let him under- 
stand, that in London, he may with 
his own ej'es, have proof of that, of 
which I have said herein. A gen- 
tleman, (which for his good service 
done to bis country, is famous and 
honourable : and for skill in the ma- 
thematical! sciences, and languages, 
is the odde man of this land, &c.) 
even he is able : and, (I am sure,) 
will very willingly let the glasse 
and proof be seen : and so I (herej 
request himj for the increase of 
wisdome, in the honourable, and 
for the stopping of the mouths ma- 
licious : and repressing the arrogan- 
cy of the ignorant : ye may easily 
guess wiiat I mean." These last 
words will be best explained by 
the author's long and querulous " Di- 
gression Apologeticall :" " And for 
these, and such like marrellous acts 
and feats, naturally, mathematically, 
and meehanicallv, wrought and 
contrived: ought any honest student, 

• Sir W. P. 



